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The Political Parties Ordinance, 1978

The Political Parties Ordinance, 1978
( Ordinance NO. XLV OF 1978)

An Ordinance to provide for the formation and regulation of political parties.

WHEREAS it is expedient to provide for the formation and regulation of political parties;

NOW, THEREFORE, in pursuance of the Proclamations of the 20th August, 1975, and 8th
November, 1975, and in exercise of all powers enabling him in that behalf, the President is pleased
to make and promulgate the following Ordinance:-

Short title

Definitions

Formation
of certain

1. This Ordinance may be called the Political Parties Ordinance, 1978.

2. In this Ordinance, unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or
context,-

(a) “foreign aided party” means a political party which-

(i) has been formed or organised at the instance of any Government or

political party of a foreign country; or

(i) is affiliated to or associated with any Government or political party of a

foreign country; or

(iiif) receives any aid, financial or otherwise, from any Government, political

party or national of a foreign country;

(b) “political party” includes a group or combination of persons who operate
under a distinctive name and who hold themselves out for the purpose of

propagating any political opinion or engaging in any other political activity.
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3. (1) No political party shall be formed with the object of propagating any
opinion, or acting in a manner, prejudicial to the sovereignty, integrity or

security of Bangladesh.

(2) No person shall form, organise, set up or convene a foreign aided party

or in any way be associated with any such party.

4. No political party shall-

(a) maintain any secret or underground organisation, group or agency, or

engage in any secret or underground activity; or

(b) organise or maintain any armed cadre, volunteer corps or any other
organisation, by whatever name called, which is intended or is likely to

operate like a disciplined force.

5. All funds of a political party shall be maintained and operated through a

scheduled bank.

6. (1) Where the Government is of the opinion that any political party has
been formed or is operating in contravention of section 3 or has contravened
any provision of section 4 or section 5, it shall refer the matter to the High
Court Division, and the decision of the High Court Division on such question,

given after hearing the person or persons concerned, shall be final:

Provided that if the Government deems it necessary in the public interest so
to do, it may, by order published in the official Gazette, direct such political
party to suspend its operation or activity until the High Court Division has
given its decision on the reference, and upon the publication of the order, the

political party shall suspend its operation or activity.

(2) Where the High Court Division, upon a reference under sub-section (1),
has given a decision that a political party has been formed or is operating in

contravention of section 3 or has contravened any provision of section 4 or
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section 5, the decision shall be published in the official Gazette, and upon
such publication, the political party concerned shall stand dissolved and all

its properties and funds shall be forfeited to the Government.

Penalty 7. If any person after the publication of any order in respect of a political

party under the proviso to section 6(1) or the dissolution of a political party
under section 6(2), holds himself out as a member or office bearer of that
party, or acts for, or otherwise associates himself with, that party, he shall be
punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to two years, or

with fine, or with both.

Sanction for
prosecution

8. No prosecution under this Ordinance shall be instituted against any person

without the previous sanction in writing of the Government.
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